
Attention
Mayor and Councillors
29 June 2022

I am providing further information to assist your drafting a legal response to 
my initial email drawing attention to the Turitea fraud. This will save time and 
get to the crux of the matter. It is also past time for PNCC to take remedial 
action as PNCC faces very significant vulnerabilities, legal, reputational and 
financial. These are spelt out in this memo.

As a participant in the consenting process for the Turitea wind farm I raised 
the issue of earthquakes in my first submission to the Board of Inquiry and in 
more detail in a subsequent submission on the Draft Decision.

https://web.archive.org/web/20181031035233/https://
turiteadocuments.files.wordpress.com/2012/04/stichbury-325-final-
submission-turitea-wind-fram-draft-decision.pdf

PNCC planners, Mighty River Power [Mercury] read those submissions but 
did not apply the obligatory Duty of Care to either PN residents or future 
investors in MRP [MCY]. There is no evidence that the Board of Inquiry 
read  submissions and rebutted submitter’s concerns.

John Adams and I were denied information on the impact of the wind farm on 
our properties and were quarantined by the demand by PNCC to pay for their 
time used to fob us off. This was duly reported in the press.

https://www.wind-watch.org/news/2006/11/21/ratepayers-set-to-pay-city-for-
information/

Approximately 1,000 submissions from individuals and groups were made 
over the two submission processes, the Change of Purpose to the Turitea 
Reserve and the subsequent Board of Inquiry farce. All opposing submitters 
were actively denied Duty of Care. The reasons for this was unknown at the 
time but can now be authoritatively attributed to the then secret Contract and 
Variation made between PNCC and Mighty River Power. The Inquiry into the 
Turitea wind farm was rigged.

The relevant clauses in the Contract and Variation, now in the public domain 
[they were posted online as evidence to the Board of Inquiry], are 
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summarised here as there may be newer Councillors who are unaware of 
what was done in their name.

Link to the Contract
https://turiteadocuments.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/christopher-shaw-
attachment-1-part-a.pdf

Link to the Variation
https://web.archive.org/web/20180611084033/https://
turiteadocuments.files.wordpress.com/2012/04/variation-to-the-wind-farm-
agreement.pdf

Summary
1. Total secrecy
2. Fake public consultation if necessary
3. Milestone payments to PNCC
4. PNCC to pay MRP - i.e. the Government - $3 million if it helps any 

individual or group affected by the wind farm
5. PNCC to support all wind farm participants
6. PNCC to have unlimited liability if it changes its mind
7. The Variation forces PNCC to join in with MRP and Government 

Ministers to overthrow any Court Decision impeding the wind farm

The Contract and Variation overthrew the Local Government Act 2002.

“The purpose of local government is –

• To enable democratic local decision-making and action by, and on 
behalf of, communities

• To promote the social, economic, environmental, and cultural well-being 
of communities in the present and for the future. (Local Government Act 
2002, section 10 (1)).

The role of local authorities is to lead and represent their communities. They 
must engage with their communities and encourage community participation 
in decision-making, while considering the needs of people currently living in 
communities and those who will live there in the future.”

Duty of Care was not applied. This is astounding and leaves PNCC and 
individual employees legally exposed.

Has PNCC applied Duty of Care to those potentially at risk of one or both 
Turitea dams failing in an earthquake? Apparently not from PNCC documents 
discovered and then hidden from public view. 
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PNCC planners obviously know that a catastrophic earthquake would take 
out the dams, the Ngahere Park reservoirs and also the wind farm. The 
potential 127 death toll in a dam(s) collapse identified by Dora Luo is 
horrifying. 

Luo’s data are inextricably linked to the broad risk to the city but the mitigation 
required is apparently either too costly or futile. When people act to cover up 
these matters they are dangerous extremists acting unlawfully.

PNCC has identified numerous CBD buildings which are structurally unsound 
in an earthquake and has prepared a map of the city identifying the 
liquefaction risk. The number of residential buildings at risk has not as far as I 
know been quantified. When my wife and I restored our property at 179 
Fitzherbert Avenue we involved Council staff in our earthquake strengthening 
programme and went a lot further than we were legally required to. 

PNCC is obviously able to identify earthquake risks right across the city and 
up to the Turitea dams but can’t “see” the risk imposed to the wind farm which 
for all intents and purposes is right on two major faults.

Kenderdine’s Turitea wind farm Final Report falsely and absurdly claimed 
there was no seismic risk 

“fault rupture is not expected to be an issue.” 

and went on to say that a subsurface investigation by Beca Carter - members 
of the NZ Wind Energy Association, would take place after the consent was 
granted. 

https://turiteadocuments.files.wordpress.com/2012/04/turitea-seismic-
issues.pdf

In other words, backroom deals would be done absent the oxygen of public 
disclosure.

https://turiteadocuments.files.wordpress.com/2020/09/beca-carter-seismic-
survey-turitea.pdf

How could PNCC let this pass? One need only refer back to the Mafia like 
Contract.

By contrast the Puketoi consent  made this statement.

“The nearest major fault (the Wellington Mohaka Fault) is more than 20km 
away, so will not subject this site to any near fault amplification effects” 
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Turitea is right on the Wellington Mohaka fault!

The PNCC’s own history of the construction of the Turitea dams records very 
unstable rock which would collapse without warning. See pages 13 - 14

https://web.archive.org/web/20220120142154/https://
turiteadocuments.files.wordpress.com/2012/04/turiteawatersupplybook-see-
page-14-for-detail-on-the-fractured-rock-discovered-when-dam-building.pdf

The Gorge now closed as a result of repetitive rock slides is an indication of 
the instability which lies under the wind farm. The government has classified 
the Manawatu and Wairarapa as high risk seismic zones.

So there we have it. PNCC has been party to an elaborate fraud which 
expands to the manslaughter of those swept away by a collapsed Turitea 
dam(s).

“Manslaughter is culpable homicide that is not murder or some other 
specific form of homicide. In New Zealand, manslaughter is culpable 
homicide that does not amount to murder or infanticide.185 This includes all 
instances when death is caused by an unlawful act but there is no 
murderous intent.” 

http://r139.publications.lawcom.govt.nz/Chapter+3+-+The+legal+context/
Homicide+law 

So how does PNCC extract itself from this mess? 

The Turitea wind farm does not have a consent. Shonagh Kenderdine was 
not a warranted judge. 

She forged documents for over 13 months claiming to be a judge 
She accepted over $500,000 during the 13 months. These payments were 
bribes. 
She ran her own consulting business and accepted the sinecure of Chair of 
the Historic Places Trust during the 13 months prior to issuing a fake 
consent. 
She broke the Crimes Act Part 6 by impersonating a judge. 
She and her board broke the Secret Commissions Act 1910 on numerous 
levels. 
She accepted a QSO as a vanity reward for her fraudulent conduct. 
She lied on her business website about her term as a judge. 
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PNCC is not compelled by the MRP Contract to accept this corruption. 

PNCC must order a stay of construction until the High Court can rule on 
whether the wind farm has a valid consent. 

New Zealand’s international reputation is at stake and it is just incredible 
that it has got this far. Will the High Court rule in favour of Ms Kenderdine. It 
is highly unlikely.  

I will provide PNCC with additional supporting documentation in a separate 
email.  

The onus is on PNCC as partner in the wind farm to take this matter to 
Court for adjudication. This will compensate in some way for its 
abject failure of Duty of Care.  

Home owners under the wind farm wanting to sell have learnt the truth by 
accessing  

https://twitter.com/yumchar/with_replies 

And 

https://turiteadocuments.wordpress.com/turitea-wind-farm-documents/  

At a meeting where Mercury promised no more “secrets” PNCC planners 
flat out lied. 

“Mercury and planning staff from Palmerston North and Tararua councils 
said there was no doubt the consent was valid.”

No proof was provided as there is none. Who gave the order to lie? Has 
Tararua District Council a secret contract with MRP [Mercury]? It 
certainly looks like it.

https://www.stuff.co.nz/manawatu-standard/news/112586137/wind-farm-
meeting-promised-no-more-secrets

John Annabell as Council gatekeeper, in correspondence with Alison 
Mildon, considered an honourable, persistent and very knowledgeable 
objector to the sacrifice of the city’s natural heritage to industrial 
turbines, made this false statement to her on behalf of the Council.
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“The ability of the Council to make a submission about activities 
proposed for the Turitea Reserve, in light of the Ministerial Call-In, is 
currently being clarified with the Council’s legal advisors. Under the 
Agreement the Council has with Mighty River Power, the Council’s 
public or statutory functions as a territorial authority are preserved, and it 
is acknowledged in the Agreement that the Council is under no 
obligation to make a decision that enables the wind farm project to 
proceed when the Council is undertaking its statutory responsibilities”

Now go back and read the Contract/Agreement and the lies are stark.

https://turiteadocuments.files.wordpress.com/2012/04/pncc-secretly-
teams-up-with-the-government-against-city-ratepayers.pdf

If the Kenderdine fraud, however, is covered up by the High Court then 
New Zealand has been reborn as a banana republic and PNCC is the 
midwife. 

The Government, however, has made a full confession, which no one 
has refuted. 

https://turiteadocuments.files.wordpress.com/2019/04/gascoigne-letter.pdf  

There has been no refutation of these factual public statements. 

https://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/PO1301/S00065/complaint-lodged-with-
sfo-over-turitea-wind-farm.htm 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/manawatu-standard/8212899/Wind-farm-consents-
validity-questioned-by-opponents 

PNCC joined a conspiracy against its ratepayers which in turn morphed into a 
conspiracy against investors nationally and internationally the moment 49% of 
MRP was put up for sale. 

The fact that the wind farm was consented on major earthquake fault lines 
was deliberately withheld from investors.  I have correspondence confirming 
this corruption.

The government was able to surreptitiously offload a massive liability. I 
pursued this matter with the Financial Markets Authority citing their legal 
obligations but was stonewalled.  This will come back to bite PNCC. 
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Just look at Google maps latest aerial view of the northern cluster of turbines 
next to the fault line. Have any of you consulted with GNS Science about 
this? Plainly not. As a recent measurable example there was a violent 10 
metre uplift on part of the inland section of the Papatea Fault in the Kaikoura 
quake in 2016. These movements are virtually instantaneous. By all means 
contact Julian Thompson to confirm this uplift. 

https://www.youtube.com/c/OutThereLearning/about

Movement is in the range of 3 km per second. That’s approximately 
10,000km per hour. Confirmed by GNS in this short video. No wind farm or 
dam can survive this. 

PNCC's silence when the news broke that Kenderdine's consent was a fraud 
and failure to address the obvious geological threat to the wind farm while 
admitting the threat to the entire city, the Turitea dams, Ngahere Park 
reservoirs and associated infrastructure, are unparalleled in New Zealand 
governance. 

The matter of a secret government sourced 3 million dollar slush fund to 
specifically combat city ratepayers is in circulation. If true this is a further 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lno8Rpbe57c
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despicable aspect of this entire debacle. What could possibly be in this 
“contract”?

Was the massive Kenderdine “Canyon” linking the Northern to the Southern 
turbine cluster covered in the original fake consent or was the RMA simply 
bypassed? 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/climate-news/128582018/huge-road-
improvements-needed-to-access-turitea-wind-farm

Enquiring minds want to know.

Yours sincerely
Paul Stichbury

See attached

Former one term Mayor, Heather Tanguay, enthusiastic supporter of the
wind farm fraud, has thrown you all under the bus.
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