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To: Ministry for the Environment 

Submission on Mighty River Power Ltd. Applications for resource consent 
Under section 145 of the Resource Management Act 1991 

 

My name is Graham Devey.  I live with my wife and two sons aged 14 and 11 on 14 hectares of 
land at 428 Pahiatua Aokautere Road which we purchased in 1990.  My mother and her partner 
(both retired but pretty active) live in a dependant dwelling attached to our house. 

 I am a self employed architectural designer and work mostly in the city at the office of Signature 
Homes where my primary contract originates.  Before my contract with Signature Homes (signed in 
October 2006), I worked independently from an office at home. 

I have attached pictures, a diagram and table in the appendix to support my submission. 

I am opposed to the application from Mighty River Power because of the following 
reasons. 

1. Visual effect of having twelve turbines 2 kilometres or less (960 metres for turbine 92) 
away from my house.  Also a further thirteen turbines are planned that are between 2 and 3 
kilometres distant. 

Currently, we can see 27 turbines through our east facing windows of the Te Rere Hau wind farm, 
the nearest being approximately 2 kilometres away.  This side of the hills looks really crowded now 
and I wonder how many more we will see when Stage 3 of this project is completed.  Being 
completely surrounded on three sides of our land with wind turbines wasn’t what I envisaged when 
we bought this place 19 years ago.  

We spend a lot of our free time in the weekends working on our land.  Other than the usual chore 
of mowing the lawns, we are gradually getting on top of the fairly extensive areas of gorse and 
blackberry.  Also, we plant a lot of trees and shrubs to replace that gorse and blackberry and 
encourage any naturally regenerating natives to prosper.  Despite the work required to maintain 
and upgrade our property, we love living up here with the breathtaking views in all directions.  Yes 
it does get windy at times, but that doesn’t take away the peace of living up here. 

2. Erosion due to the extensive earthworks will be a real problem to prevent.  Having lived in 
this area for about ten years (we lived in the U.S. from 1992 to 2001 and rented out our 
house over that period), and being familiar with the properties of the clay soils here (our 
road has been half blocked by slips at least 3 times in the last 19 years with minor ones 
occurring every winter), I don’t see how the contractors for Mighty River Power will be able 
to prevent any soil from getting into Palmerston North’s water supply during construction 
nor when all construction is completed.  Also, any major subsidence in the reserve will take 
years to regenerate with or without any assistance from people. 

We plant a lot of trees and shrubs (mostly natives) every year on our property, partly for our idea 
of aesthetics and partly to try and stabilise a lot of fairly steep areas prone to slipping.  Our road up 
to the house from Pahiatua Aokautere Road is quite steep in places and requires regular 
maintenance to stop the surface from being eroded away every time it rains.  It is really hard to 
stop erosion from happening once a road is formed no matter how well it has been constructed.  
Our road was built during the first year of our ownership yet it still needs a major rebuild every 4 or 
5 years no matter how well it was constructed the previous time.  The only way to prevent this 
regular event from happening would be to seal the road at a significant cost.  Based on the 
experience we have gained with our property, I think that Mighty River Power will be constantly 
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faced with repairing their roads to prevent erosion tailings getting into Palmerston North’s water 
supply. 

3. Noise: Last year there were 5 turbines visible (all the ones constructed at the time) from 
Stage 1 of Te Rere Hau.  On low wind days (enough to make them spin, but not enough to 
hear the wind whistle through the trees and around the house) they could be heard outside, 
no matter which direction the wind was coming from (either blowing away from them or 
towards them).  Stage 2 doesn’t have enough of the new turbines spinning yet to provide 
any evidence of increased noise due to the increased number of turbines or not.  The 
nearest turbine of the Te Rere Hau wind farm is about 2 kilometres away.  The nearest 
turbine of the Turitea Wind Farm is 950 metres away and 11 more are within 2 kilometres of 
our house.  These turbines are nearly three times taller, generating 6 times more electricity 
and I find it difficult to believe that they will be quieter than the Te Rere Hau turbines.  Why 
are they allowed to be built so close to existing homes?  Some countries limit the minimum 
distance to a house to 2.5 kilometres.  Mighty River Power has 22 turbines planned to be 
closer than that to our house. 

I build my own computers for my line of work because I enjoy the assembly and I like them to be 
quiet since I spend all day in front of them.  Store-bought computers tend to not have the 
components I require for my work (they need to be pretty powerful to run the programs I use) and 
typically are fairly noisy.  I use quiet components because I don’t like my ears to be assaulted by 
whining fans every work day for 6 to 8 hours.  Having a lot of huge fans all around me making my 
house vibrate does not make me happy. 

4. Saturation of wind farms in the Manawatu leads to high risk of inability to 
balance the electricity output:  This area already has two completed wind farms, one in 
the middle of construction and one with consent to build.  Adding the Turitea Wind Farm 
(assuming consent is given and all turbines are constructed) would mean that there will be 
five wind farms in one geographical location.  All of these wind farms will then be driven by 
the same wind.  The Manawatu region is regarded as one of the best areas in the world to 
generate electricity using wind.  However, we also get our share of days when no electricity 
can be generated due to there being too much or not enough wind.  If those five separate 
wind farms were each sited in varied geographical locations, the likelihood of at least one of 
them having enough wind to generate electricity at any time would be much greater.  There 
are several well researched studies available on the internet that includes this 
recommendation among their conclusions (Bryan William Leyland in his statement of 
evidence on behalf of Roch Patrick Sullivan in their appeal to the Environment Court against 
Central Otago District Council for generating electricity from Project Hayes being just one.  
See http://www.wind-watch.org/documents/wp-content/uploads/leyland-cost-projecthayes-
nz.pdf). 

Why build another wind farm in the same geographical location as four others that are either 
completed or in construction?  The only other area in New Zealand with more than one planned 
wind farm is Makara on the Wellington coast and they are talking about two.  This doesn’t make a 
lot of sense to me. 

Outcome requested 

I seek the following decision from the Board of Inquiry: 

 Do not build this wind farm and deny the resource consent to Mighty River Power. 
 

 If consented, don’t build turbines within 2.5 km of our home or any home. 

http://www.wind-watch.org/documents/wp-content/uploads/leyland-cost-projecthayes-nz.pdf
http://www.wind-watch.org/documents/wp-content/uploads/leyland-cost-projecthayes-nz.pdf
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APPENDIX of Supporting Material 
 

 

List of wind turbines within 2.5 km of our home 

Turbine  
Number 

Distance from  
our home 

(km) 
Total Number 

Turbine  
Number 

Distance from  
our home 

(km) 
Total Number 

92 0.95 1 74 2.00 12 
90 1.25 2 86 2.15 13 
91 1.35 3 70 2.15 14 
89 1.65 4 71 2.15 15 
94 1.65 5 84 2.30 16 
72 1.80 6 75 2.40 17 
88 1.85 7 85 2.40 18 
73 1.90 8 95 2.40 19 
68 1.90 9 67 2.50 20 
87 1.90 10 82 2.50 21 
69 2.00 11 96 2.50 22 
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Photos from our farm 
 

 
 

Our home on the hill, taken from Pahiatua-Aokautere Road.  You can just see our solar 
panels.  This hill will have 125 metre wind turbines across the total ridge line and down the 

hill side as well. 
 

 
 

Today, we can see 27 turbines through our east facing windows of the Te Rere Hau wind 
farm.  There were 20 turbines on the hill when this photo was taken in November 2008. 
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The fence is our back boundary facing the hills and Turitea Reserve at the ridgeline,  
where 10 to 15 wind turbines will be placed.  

Turbines 90 and 92 will be on the lower ridge within 1 km of our property. 
 

 
 

Here is an example of erosion on our farm, even though we replanted the pine trees as soon 
as possible after the plantation was logged.  Managing slips on these clay soils requires 

constant maintenance. 


