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Extract from an email 

 

I've been reluctant to record this as I would not use it in our case but decided now 

is the time to briefly write it up for posterity.  

 

Our/my lawyer was Craig Hart of Cooper Rapley. He did all my legal work from 

wills to purchasing and selling property including 309 Ngahere Park Road, for 

more than 30 years. He was a school friend - a year younger than me - and when I 

returned to live in PN was keen to be a friend and from time to time I visited him 

and he and his wife one day called in to see us at The Gables. Our son Douglas was 

in the same year at Boys' High as his son and the two of them were friends. 

 

Almost 12 years to the day, late one Saturday afternoon, as I was preparing to 

leave our property at 309 Ngahere Park Road to my great surprise I saw Craig 

walking up our driveway to the building platform. I greeted him warmly and said 

what a great surprise it was to see him and what brought him up that way. He told 

me he was teaching his son to drive and that he had just left his son to drive on his 

own down to the bottom of Ngahere Park Road. He next said to me, exhibiting 

genuine surprise "Is this the block of land you bought?" I said yes [he did the legal 

work] and that we had big plans for it, which I subsequently enthusiastically 

described. He wouldn't look at me but stared at the ground, shaking his head, and 

said "I wouldn't build here" He said this twice. That pretty much ended the 

conversation as his son had now returned to the end of the drive.  

 

What we didn't know but he couldn't tell me is that his law firm - he at the time 

was a partner - was behind the scenes screwing the city and in particular Monica 

and myself. Had he been able to tell me frankly and honestly about the wind farm 

our future would have been entirely different.   

 


