
Setting a trap 

The Friends of the Turitea Reserve took PNCC to court over the change of purpose to 

the reserve as both a wind farm and city water catchment. They lost.  

Judge shopping saw David Baragwanath preside over the case. Baragwanath’s claim 

to fame was as a prosecutor he saw to it that Arthur Allan Thomas was banged up in 

prison for nine years for murders he did not commit.   

The written judgment, dated July 25 2007, was withheld from those who 

participated. We waited for it but it never came. Only a very small group who were 

free to make the 300km round trip to the High Court in Wellington had any 

firsthand experience of what actually transpired. An air of confidentiality was 

apparent but some detail of the secret contract between Mighty River Power and 

PNCC did leak out. The very few who heard it could not make sense of it [they did 

not see it in writing or have a copy].   

Nine years later on the 28th April 2016 a regular online search for “the Turitea Wind 

Farm” revealed the judgment. It was highly ranked in a Google search and appeared 

multiple times. Had we not been denied this document which laid bare the corrupt, 

secret contract and variation between Mighty River Power and PNCC and had it 

been circulated to city residents there would have been pitchfork protests. 

https://turiteadocuments.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/christopher-shaw-

attachment-1-part-a.pdf 

https://turiteadocuments.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/letter-re-pncc-mrp-

contract.pdf  

The process had been rigged from the start. The Government anticipated a legal 

challenge and that the victims of the wind farm, all amateurs in legal matters, would 

find the $80 thousand or so needed for lawyer’s fees, the burden that it certainly 

was. Naturally this would severely crimp any protest being successful, let alone a 

subsequent, costly appeal. However that aside, the chances of success were 

absolutely nil and here’s why. 

 The variation to the MRP/PNCC contract specifically states that any court 

action impeding the wind farm from going ahead will be overthrown no 

matter what. See Revocation of Reserve Classification  Section 3 

https://turiteadocuments.files.wordpress.com/2012/04/variation-to-the-

wind-farm-agreement.pdf  

https://turiteadocuments.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/christopher-shaw-attachment-1-part-a.pdf
https://turiteadocuments.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/christopher-shaw-attachment-1-part-a.pdf
https://turiteadocuments.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/letter-re-pncc-mrp-contract.pdf
https://turiteadocuments.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/letter-re-pncc-mrp-contract.pdf
https://turiteadocuments.files.wordpress.com/2012/04/variation-to-the-wind-farm-agreement.pdf
https://turiteadocuments.files.wordpress.com/2012/04/variation-to-the-wind-farm-agreement.pdf


Setting a trap 

 Baragwanath was sent a crystal clear signal that he was to fall into line and 

obey the directive given in the variation dated 27th October 2006  

 The Variation is covered by Baragwanath, see sections [56] [57] and 

following  

https://turiteadocuments.files.wordpress.com/2012/04/judgment-the-

friends-of-turitea-reserve.pdf 

 The Variation was the work of Karen Price, carbon trader, in effect project 

manager for the Turitea wind farm, and, wife of future Prime Minister 

aspirant David Cunliffe. 

 Helen Clark, wind farm enthusiast, Prime Minister until November 19, 2008, 

was Karen Price’s mentor. In a naked partisan move she formally opened 

Price’s law firm ChanceryGreen, August 8, 2008, a parting shot before leaving 

office. Environment Court Judges were in attendance. 

https://turiteadocuments.files.wordpress.com/2012/04/chancerygreen-

archives-whale-oil-beef-hooked-whaleoil-media.png 

 

So, how did I discover the judgment? It came about because the Ministry of Justice 

revamped its website to make it user friendly. Instead of a litigant being at the 

mercy of a lawyer controlling the narrative while sitting in front of metres of bound 

volumes of legal cases, judgments are now online. When the Ministry realised this 

highly sensitive case had been downloaded and featured on Turiteadocuments it 

promptly disappeared from online searches and can only be found via a search on 

its website.  

You may well ask why?  

It’s simple. From July 25 2007 this case green lighted local authorities to act as they 

wished, go behind their ratepayers’ backs and ignore the protections afforded by the 

Local Government Act 2002. An avenue for corruption at a local level had been 

created. 

John Adams and I quizzed an unnamed individual about the Local Government Act 

providing protection to ratepayers, at a public meeting of energy companies keen to 
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stake a claim in the Tararuas inside the city boundary. This individual claimed it was 

null and void and could not or would not say why. It is obvious now that he was a 

part of the deep state scamming us both and the citizens of Palmerston North.  

The judgment states:  

 “[2] The case is confined to the legality of use of the reserve for generation of 

energy by wind turbines.” 

“[6] In 2004 the Council received an unsolicited approach from various energy 

companies which were interested in developing a wind farm on the reserve. It 

was informed that the ridgeline of this part of the Tararua Ranges is regarded as in 

the top 5% of wind sites world-wide and is three times more consistent than the 

average location in continental Europe. On 30 September 2005 it entered a wind 

farm development agreement and carbon credits with a State enterprise, Mighty 

River Power Ltd.” 

LINK  

However Karen Price lead counsel at the Turitea Call-In had, from approximately 

1995, been supervising the Turitea wind farm project. Nobody submitting at the 

Turitea Call-In knew this. This is from the website of the law firm she sold and 

disassociated herself from in September 2016. 

“Karen Price and Senior Associate Helen Andrews advised Mighty River Power 

throughout the scoping, feasibility, consultation and consenting process for 

the Turitea Wind Farm, a significant wind farm proposed to be located in the 

Tararua Ranges near Palmerston North.”  

LINK  

To compound the lie highlighted in [6] above, Chris Pepper, January 8 2005 stated 

the Council had known for the last 10 years that the top of the Tararuas could be 

utilized for a wind farm. 

LINK  

Mighty River Power, in other words the Government, had been working on its Turitea 

project for years. As the wind farm is inside the city and would have devastating 

consequences for ratepayers and the environment it could only be accomplished by 
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devious and corrupt means. There was no other way.  This is from Karen Price’s 

ChanceryGreeen website – now deleted of course but surviving on archive.org. 

http://web.archive.org/web/20140320134011/http://www.chancerygreen.com:8

0/index.php/senior-team/10-our-people/36-karen-price-2 

“Karen has consented numerous significant projects and advised on some of the 

country’s biggest designations. She leads large project teams on major and 

contentious developments from their inception through to consent, providing legal 

advice and strategy to get projects over the line.”  

Note the word “strategy” 

Where does this leave PNCC ratepayers?  

They have no options as the rule of precedent means past judicial decisions 

determine the outcome of current litigation. The Friends of the Turitea Reserve 

failure is already case law being cited in decision making.  It is embedded in the legal 

system which was the Government’s desired outcome from the beginning. The Local 

Government Act 2002 was proving to be an obstacle, so rather than amend the Act 

Government strategists saw to it that it was emasculated. The Friends of the Turitea 

Reserve litigants by taking court action unwittingly helped the Government achieve 

this. 

Consequences 

 The supposed separation of powers between the Executive and the Judiciary 

is exposed as nothing more than a myth.  

 No community in the country is now safe from predations secretly supervised 

and or approved by the Government.  

 The case has Commonwealth wide ramifications. 

 The fraudsters involved do not want to be exposed. 

 Government spy agencies are implicated in the cover-up.  

Postscript 
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 Mighty River Power moved its illegal Turitea consent, courtesy of fake judge 

Shonagh Kenderdine, into a subsidiary, Mercury Energy, to distance itself and 

shield its brand.  

 Baragwanath received a knighthood in 2011.  

 Pepper in March 2011 suddenly resigned rather than be sacked for failed 

energy and carbon trading meddling which cost ratepayers a fortune. By 

resigning he got an extra three months pay. 

“Palmerston North City Council water and waste services manager Chris Pepper has 
resigned after revelations of overspending on the Awapuni landfill gas extraction 
project. 

Confirmation of the identity of the staff member who resigned over the fiasco came 
yesterday, shortly after former councilor Peter Wheeler declared in a newsletter 
that Mr Pepper had quit. 

The $1.6 million in extra bills for the project, which captures methane to generate 
electricity, was reported to councilors last week, along with assurances an 
investigation had been launched.” 

LINK 
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http://www.stuff.co.nz/manawatu-standard/news/4804017/Pepper-resigns-amid-overspend-inquest

