24 Greens Road

RD 2

Palmerston North

Judge LJ Newhook

Acting Principal Environment Judge

PO Box 5027

DX: SX11154

Wellington

28 September 2011

Dear Judge Newhook

Ref. Final Report and Decision of Turitea Wind Farm (Sept. 2011)

In the Huatau Marae response to the Draft Decision it states in paragraph 26:

“Section 6 (e) of the RMA requires decision makers to recognise and provide for other taonga, which in the case of Huatau is the serenity and quietness of the site. The site was specially selected to provide a spiritual retreat under traditional ways and is a taonga to the whanau of Huatau. The courts recognise that taonga includes anything that is highly valued and prized by Maori (Waitangi Tribunal, Te Reo claim, Wai 11, 1986)”.
In the original submission for Huatau Marae the paramount importance of peace and tranquility of the site was stated. Huatau Marae trustees felt that they had to spell this out more clearly in the response to the Draft Decision. Apart from the Board stating that Huatau Marae concerns have been considered, the Board has not directly addressed the specific matter raised above. In my opinion, as a trustee of Huatau, the Board should have addressed the matter of taonga as a specific issue and I would appreciate that they do so with their reasons. 

Yours sincerely

John Adams

