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Palmerston North 
 
 
Hon. C. Finlayson 
Attorney-General 
Parliament Buildings 
 
 
6 May 2012 
 
 
Dear Hon. C. Finlayson 
 

Ref. Your letter dated 30 May 2012 in reply to Adams and 
 Huatau concerns- Turitea Wind Farm Board of Inquiry 

 
Thank you for your letter where you state that the Board of Inquiry is an independent 
body and you have no power to direct it to make changes to its final report. If the 
Board were independent it would have appointed itself. The Board was 
commissioned by Hon. Dr Smith to put Mighty River Power’s Turitea Wind Farm in 
place, to herald in the streamlined RMA and to stop catastrophic man made warming 
under the Kyoto Protocol. 
 
Whether by incompetence, bias or zealotry on behalf of the Government or 
themselves the Board of Inquiry failed to produce a factually correct report and 
assessment of visual impact on Huatau.  This factual and legally non-contestable 
aspect of the final report is a denial of the natural justice requirement specified in the 
Cabinet Manual for conduct of Boards of Inquiry. 
 
For Hon. Dr Smith to commission a Board of Inquiry that does not meet the 
requirements of natural justice and then for Ministers to say they are powerless to 
intervene leaves no mechanism to address the inexcusable failures of a Board that 
has been well paid and resourced to produce a factually correct report. This is not 
only shonky but also sinister as a stain on the democratic process, i.e. the 
Government of the day can palm decisions off onto supposedly independent boards 
that are able to carry out their master’s bidding.  
 
All the matters raised on behalf of Huatau and the Adams can be viewed on  
nzwindfarms.wordpress. To date you have not addressed these concerns and we 
would appreciate you informing us of how the concerns can be dealt with to meet the 
requirements of natural justice as set out in the Cabinet Manual, which cabinet 
ministers are obliged to follow. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
John Adams 
(On behalf of the Adams and Huatau) 
 
 
Cc. MPs, Solicitor-General    


